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On May 6th Ms. Daira Gómez, Executive Director of CEGESTI, officially handed the 
Guide “Implementing good practices on decent work in the materials recovery sector” to 
the Vice Minister on Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) of El Salvador, Ms. 
Lina Pohl, in San Salvador. 

This guide was produced in the framework of a partnership between MARN and 
CEGESTI with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. This alliance allowed the development of two pilot projects for the 
implementation of good operating practices in 20 materials recovery facilities, located in 
the municipalities of Soyapango, Ilopango and Santa Ana, all of micro and small 
entrepreneurs. Subsequently it was possible to validate the methodology used in a 
materials recovery facility in Costa Rica, which had 40 employees. 

The experiences of these pilot projects helped shape the methodology in a guide, which 
is intended as a tool for entrepreneurs and institutions working on these issues, so they 
can implement good practices in the operations of this productive sector. 

Both pilot projects, such as the development of the guide were coordinated by 
CEGESTI’s project manager Elizabeth Venegas. She states that "The practices 
proposed in this guide can help entrepreneurs dealing with materials recovery move 
towards the implementation of working conditions that ensure decent work for its 
employees and to help them identify their activity as a green and sustainable business 
that contributes to environmental improvement and social development. 

"The excessive generation of solid waste and incremental unemployment, have led to 
the emergence of a wide range of services related to its purchase, classification, 
storage, packaging and export business. Hence, the implementation of good practices of 
decent work in the sector takes more relevance today. 

Recycling is one of the most important sectors in terms of job creation. According to ILO 
estimates, four million workers are employed in the formal economy, while an estimation 
of 15 to 20 million are working as informal materials reclaimers in developing countries. 

This guide can be downloaded free in this link: 
http://www.negociosresponsables.org/manuales.html  
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