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News 

CEGESTI participates on Technical Barriers to Trade Workshop,  
Latin America 2014 

 

  
Technical Barriers to Trade Workshop for Latin America, Río de Janeiro, Brazil (September 15th-17th , 2014). 

Organized by WTO, IDB and Government of Brazil. Picture: BID 

 
Mr. Roger Forbes, Responsible Business Coordinator of CEGESTI, participated in the Technical Barriers to Trade Workshop 
for Latin America in Rio de Janeiro from September 15th to 17th, 2014. Mr. Forbes was invited to the workshop by the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) as an international expert in the highlighted topic "standards and technical regulations in 
the field of sustainable energy and environment", where he presented the Central American experience in the application of 
voluntary standards in such matters. 
 
The workshop was supported by the Government of Brazil, the WTO and IDB, and it aimed at updating and sharing 
experiences in the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) among high-level participants, representing 17 countries 
of Latin America and the United States. 

The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) is an international instrument which seeks to ensure that technical 
regulations and standards, as well as testing and certification procedures do not create unnecessary obstacles to trade, while 
giving states members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) the right to apply measures to achieve legitimate objectives 
such as protection of human health and safety or environmental protection. 

The workshop addressed within this context the principles and non-tariff measures related to TBT. These topics where in 
charge of Mr. Lauro Locks, Counselor of the  Division of Trade and Environment of the WTO, and José Antonio Monteiro, 
Economic Affairs Officer of the Division of Trade of the WTO. These specialists delved into the issues of transparency, law and 
dispute resolution from the perspective of TBT, including presentation and analysis of cases linked to specific trade concerns, 
decisions and recommendations generated. 

For CEGESTI, Mr. Forbes presentation focused on experiences in the application of voluntary standards on environmental and 
energy issues in Central America, whether or not for certification. The importance of voluntary standards for trade has been 
emphasized. It has been remarked that they may become obstacles or competitive advantage for some markets. 

A highlighted theme of the presentation was the role of private standards and how these have impacted trade in the region, 
increasingly linking more explicitly social aspects to environmental matters as requirements. It has been commented that this 
situation has led the organization to the implement strategies that take a holistic view on business initiatives, which now 
consider the economic, environmental and social issues as a whole in the management perspective. 

In his approach specific Central American cases were discussed, including the particular case of the Central American 
electricity market, in order to share with the audience the implications in terms of improvement, investment, change and 
opportunity, involved in the implementation of standards in organizations. 

Within the workshop also featured speakers from the Brazilian Association of Technical Standards (ABNT), the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC), the National Institute of Standards and Technology of the United States (NIST), the 
National Institute of Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality of Brazil (INMETRO), AGROICONE (Brazil) and the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), who spoke respectively on topics that addressed the standard-setting 
processes, regulatory cooperation, experiences in transparency, standardization in bio-fuels, as well as linking the technical 
standards and intellectual property to trade. 


