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CEGESTI as a technical partner of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), with support with 
international experts, presented the report on CO2 emissions and fuel economy on new imported light duty 
vehicles during 2008-2014 in Costa Rica. The study is part of the “Promoting Cleaner Fuels and More 
Efficient Vehicles in Central America” project. 

The transport sector is one of the country’s largest CO2 emitters, the most important energy consumer and 
also an important urban air polluter. In 2014 the country paid around $2 100 million in its fuel bill. This, and 
the fact that the average vehicle age is 15 years old, demands actions to address the challenge that the 
country has in order to achieve its 2021 carbon neutrality goal. 

The main objective of this report is to serve as a tool for decision makers in policies that promote fuel 
economy, reduce the greenhouse gases (GHG) and improve the air quality in the country. This report is in 
line with the National Energy Plan 2015-2030 introduced by the Government last week. 

The presentation of this report took place in the Radisson Hotel in San José. The activity was organized by 
CEGESTI and had the participation of personnel of the Environment and Energy Ministry, the Public Works 
and Transportation Ministry, business chambers and associations, the Ombudsman Office, among other 
interested parties. 

The report highlights the lag that Costa Rica has when compared with other countries such as United 
States, those of the European Union, China, India, Brazil and Mexico in the subjects of fuel economy and 
emission standards. These countries have adopted policies that have gradually reduced their GHG 
emissions, fuel consumption and face the air quality problems that some of their cities are being affected 
by.  



Due to the fallback that the country has in these subjects, recommendations such as the introduction of a 
vehicle labeling scheme that highlights important information on fuel economy and CO2 emissions so the 
consumer can take a more informed decision. Among other actions suggested are: the adoption of 
emissions standards for new and used vehicles imported into the country, taxes on the more inefficient 
vehicles, and to continue with the fuel quality improvements in order to be able to take advantage of the 
best technologies available in the market. 

Access this report in this link: http://publicaciones.cegesti.org/ 

“Últimas publicaciones” section. 
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