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During the celebration of 20 years of international cooperation for the promotion of cleaner production and 

the efficient use of resources, more than 70 members of the RECP network announced their commitment 

to redouble efforts to move rapidly towards the achieving of the 

sustainable development objectives. This task is supported by the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the 

United Nations Program for Environment (UNEP), as indicated by their 

representatives on the subject Mr. Stephan Sicars and Ms. Ligia 

Noronha respectively. 

CEGESTI joined RECPnet in July 2014 due to its trajectory as co-

founder of the Cleaner Production Center of Costa Rica in the late 

90s and its active role in Central America and the Caribbean in 

providing services to prevent and mitigate the environmental impact 

of the industry processes.  

RECPnet also pledged to strengthen their participation in global 

initiatives, including 10 Year Framework of Programmes for 

Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP), Climate 

Technology Centre and Network (CTCN), Strategic Approach to 

International Chemicals Management (SAICM) and to joint efforts 

with international aid agencies to boost their goals. 

Working in partnership between members of the network, ONDUI 

and UNEP will facilitate the specialization of knowledge in order to 

provide specific contributions for achieving the objectives of 

sustainable development related to the promotion of decent work, 
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industrialization and ensuring inclusive sustainable production and 

consumption. The gender issue will be present in all activities as it has been 

promoted by Ms. Petra Schwager from the Industrial Resource Efficiency Unit, 

UNIDO. 

Ms. Daira Gomez, CEGESTI´s representative at the meeting in Davos, 

believes that the commitment of the network is in alignment with the mission 

and areas of work of CEGESTI. 

The work in Latin America  

The Latin American members of the network established the following thematic priorities for the next 2 

years: management of chemicals, integrated waste management, energy efficiency and responsible 

procurement.  In particular, the members wish to promote the establishment of eco-industrial parks and the 

transition to smart cities that emphasize the efficient use of resources. In the spirit of cooperation, 

CEGESTI made available to the RECPnet, its knowledge on sustainable procurement, due to its 8 years 

experience in the subject. 

Strategy of RECTPnet in benefit of SMEs and governments 

The members of the RECPnet took advantage of the meeting in 

Davos to complete the design of its operational strategy. To 

complete this task a small committee  was established with the 

participation of one representative per region. In the case of Latin 

America, Ms. Gomez was chosen to assume that role.  

A strategic goal of the network is to identify opportunities to 

implement projects that benefit small and medium-sized 

companies and the promotion of public policies that facilitate the 

achievement of the sustainable development goals. In this 

regard, CEGESTI´s Executive Director spoke with 

representatives of the network in Ecuador, Bolivia, Argentina, 

Mexico and Nicaragua to start exploring opportunities for joint 

implementation of projects. 

 

 

If you would like to receive more information of RECPnet please feel free to contact 

Sylvia Aguilar, Coordinator of Environment and Developmet at CEGESTI saguilar@cegesti.org 

Daira Gomez, Executive Director of CEGESTI dgomez@cegesti.org 

Secretariat of the RECPnet RECPnet@unido.org 
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The new president of RECPnet, Marcos Alegre, CER Perú (left) 

and regional representatives elected during the RECPnet

General Assambly. Mr. Alegre replaced Mr. Cesar Barahona 

from the Cleaner Production Center of Nicaragua. Photo: 

CEGESTI.
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